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April 29, 2010, his hard work will be recog-
nized when he receives the Distinguished
Eagle Scout Award (DESA).

Since it was first introduced in 1969, the
DESA is given to an Eagle Scout that has
shown distinguished service in his profession
and community for a period of at least twenty-
five years. Glenn is most deserving of this
great honor and prestigious award for all he
has done for NESA and Scouting. His active
involvement is notable; he serves on the
Longhorn Council Boy Scouts of America
(BSA) Foundation Board and as a Committee
Member of the National Scouting Museum. He
was also the former Scoutmaster for Troop
326 and has made generous financial con-
tributions dedicated to providing scholarships
for deserving Eagle Scouts. Glenn has always
led by example and his active involvement in
his local community speaks loudly of the im-
pact he has had.

Madam Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Glenn for all
he has done for the Boy Scouts of America
and join me in congratulating him as he re-
ceives this prestigious award.

RECOGNIZING DR. HECTOR GARCIA

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | ask for unani-
mous consent to address the House for one
minute.

Madam Speaker, | stand here today to
honor the life and historical contributions of Dr.
Hector Garcia, a WWII hero, civil rights leader
and medical doctor of the poor and
disenfranchised.

| rise to support the passage of this legisla-
tion which will encourage educating Americans
on the life, deeds, and accomplishments of Dr.
Hector Garcia.

Motivated by a teacher who said that no
“Mexican” was going to get an A in class.
Hector Garcia graduated with a doctorate in
Medicine in 1940.

He founded the American Gl Forum (AGIF)
in 1948, when a Mexican American soldier,
Private Felix Longoria, was denied a proper
funeral due to racial segregation.

Motivated to fight against discrimination, Dr.
Garcia sent out telegrams to elected and gov-
ernment officials.

In response, Senator Lyndon B. Johnson,
arranged to have the private buried with full
military honors in Arlington National Cemetery,
becoming the first Mexican American service-
man awarded this honor.

AGIF and Dr. Garcia became a voice for
Mexican Americans in the post WWII era. Dur-
ing Vietnam he made it a point to accompany
the families of fallen soldiers to collect the
bodies of their loved ones.

Dr. Garcia loved to quote the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution, applying it
to his daily life.

Dr. Garcia’s motto, and the AGIF’s today is,
“Education is Our Freedom and Freedom
should be Everybody’s Business”.

He strove to make a more equitable and
peaceful community both locally and inter-
nationally. Appointed alternate Ambassador to
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the United Nations, he was the first represent-
ative of the United States to address the UN
body in a language other than English.

This legislation will encourage his legacy
and increase public knowledge of Dr. Hector
Garcia’s exemplary dedication to eradicating
ethnic discrimination.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, which will have a positive impact on our
young people and help craft the next genera-
tion of social leaders.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS WEEK, APRIL
11-17

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, since
1991, Congress has officially recognized the
work of public safety telecommunicators who
handle millions of calls every year with great
efficiency. The selfless nature with which
these public servants do their jobs is truly re-
markable.

As the former Sheriff of King County in
Washington State, | worked alongside the men
and women in our communications center. |
depended on them daily to provide me with
the correct information in order to safely carry
out my duties and keep our communities safe.
The men and women at our communications
center went to great lengths to make sure |
was okay after a head-on collision in 1991,
and | will always remember their care and
compassion. After the collision, | was able to
get out of my car and check on the other peo-
ple involved in the accident. | left my portable
radio behind in the patrol car at that point, not
realizing that the men and women at the com-
munications center were nearly in tears with
worry, wondering if | was safe. It is a difficult
and sometimes emotional duty these public
servants perform; they don’t always know
what's happening on the other end of the line
because they can’t see what's going on, but
they can hear the cries for help and the com-
motion and confusion of the scene. | can’t
adequately express how much their profes-
sionalism and concern meant to me, knowing
they cared so much about my well-being. In
short, the men and women at our communica-
tions centers are truly heroes to the law en-
forcement officers and citizens they serve.

As | recounted during National Tele-
communications Week two years ago, a
former Chief of Police in Colorado once wrote
that dispatchers must possess, among other
things, the humor of David Letterman, the en-
durance of the Energizer Bunny and the pa-
tience of Job. It is not often that such traits are
found in one person. However, in my experi-
ence, to find such a person one need look no
further than the telecommunications section of
a local police, fire or Sheriff's office. These
men and women work tirelessly with the heart
of a servant. Every day they meet the needs
of those who call for help, and they make sure
our first responders are able to perform their
duties as safely as possible.

| encourage all my friends, colleagues, and
neighbors to take a moment during this week
to thank a telecommunications dispatcher, let-
ting them know you recognize and appreciate
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the guidance and service they provide to their
fellow citizens.

CONDOLENCES TO FAMILY OF
WLADYSLAW STASIAK AND ALL
OF POLAND

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to offer my heartfelt condolences
to the family of Wladyslaw Stasiak on the re-
cent plane crash that took his life as well as
the lives of Polish President Lech Kaczynski,
his wife Maria, and so many leading political,
military and financial officials. This horrible
tragedy will be felt for years to come by so
many, and my thoughts and prayers are with
Poland on this day.

Wiladyslaw Stasiak was a senior aide and
chief of staff to President Kaczynski and a
friend of the United States. He worked closely
with both of our governments on the deploy-
ment of U.S. Patriot missile batteries in Poland
to defend against a missile attack. Before be-
coming chief of staff, he held various senior
political positions inside the Polish Govern-
ment including Chief of the National Security
Bureau, Minister of Interior, and Deputy Mayor
of Warsaw.

Once again, let me express my condolences
to Mr. Stasiak’s family on their recent loss.

———

RECOGNITION OF HOLOCAUST
REMEMBRANCE DAY

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today, during the Holocaust week of remem-
brance which follows Yom Hashoah this past
Sunday. | rise to honor the memory of all
those who perished in the Holocaust, all the
survivors who had to suffer so greatly, and all
those who lost family and friends in the Holo-
caust. The Holocaust was a tragedy un-
matched in the history of the world and we
must never forget it lest we allow history to re-
peat itself.

The Nazis systematically exterminated over
6 million Jewish people and killed between 11
and 17 million people all told. They estab-
lished concentration camps, including the infa-
mous Auschwitz-Birkenau, Treblinka, Belzec,
and Sobibor where they worked people to
death and systematically exterminated them.

The importance of commemorating and
studying the Holocaust is particularly urgent
now as the number of survivors that can relate
their firsthand impressions is dwindling. We
must learn from those who personally wit-
nessed the horrors while we still can.

The timing of this week of remembrance is
particularly appropriate as President Obama
negotiates the world’s nuclear future at this
week’s historic two-day nuclear summit. Dur-
ing the Holocaust we saw the devastation that
can be brought when evil gains power. We
have seen millions of people die and that was
before the world knew of the destructive
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power of nuclear weapons. While we all cele-
brate the creation of the State of Israel, an
amazing country | was able to visit last year
and witness the incredible things the lIsraelis
have done with such a small country sur-
rounded by hostile neighbors, we know that
the concentration of the Jewish people in their
own State leaves them vulnerable if a nuclear
weapon fell into the hands of an entity wishing
to bring the destruction the Nazis brought. And
we unfortunately know such entities exist.

Therefore we must remember the tragedy of
the Holocaust and do everything in our power
to ensure no tragedy of this magnitude will
ever occur again. This means continuing to
educate people, promoting tolerance, and vigi-
lantly checking the power of those forces who
would wish to revisit the horror of the Holo-
caust.

———

HONORING HUGH CODDING OF
SONOMA COUNTY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today along with my colleague,
LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor the life and memory
of Hugh Codding, who helped shape and de-
fine Sonoma County over the course of the 92
years he was with us. He was a legend in his
lifetime; a home builder, commercial devel-
oper, banker, city councilman, civic leader and
philanthropist, who during the construction
boom years of the 1950s and ’60s, changed
the face of the county forever.

He built his first home in the 1930s and
honed construction skills in the Seabees in
World War Il and brought those skills home
with him. He leveraged his $400 discharge
pay into a construction project and with profits
earned from that endeavor and a small bank
loan, he built one of the first shopping centers
in the state, the first of several he would even-
tually build in the county.

As much as he was a builder and devel-
oper, he was also a showman. He earned
Time magazine’s designation as the wunder-
kind of the post-war boom by building an en-
tire house in three hours and 18 minutes and
a church in five hours and 16 minutes.

He gave back generously to his community,
helping fund and sustain both the Luther Bur-
bank (now Wells Fargo) Center for the Arts in
Santa Rosa and the Spreckels Performing
Arts Center in Rohnert Park. There was
scarcely a non-profit organization in the county
that did not experience his generosity, whether
it was the 4—H Club, the Earl Baum Center for
the Blind, the Santa Rosa Junior College
Foundation, the Sonoma County Community
Foundation, the Children’s Health Network,
Artstart, the Southwest Community Health
Clinic, Planned Parenthood, the Blood Bank of
the Redwoods, the Green Music Center,
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, the Jewish
Community Free Clinic, the Council on Aging,
the Sonoma County Museum or the Boys and
Girls Club of Santa Rosa, and many more.

He is survived by his wife Connie; former
wife Elizabeth Mulkey; son George David
Codding; granddaughters Alexis Codding, Lois
Codding, Lisa Codding Chodrick and Terra
Saxton and his stepchildren Brian Baker,
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Pamela Reed, Lisa Malapit, Melinda Bailey,
and Bradley Baker.

Madam Speaker, Hugh Codding was an in-
fluential and respected resident of Sonoma
County who will be greatly missed. It is there-
fore appropriate that we acknowledge him
today and honor his memory.

HONORING MAJOR JON M.
LAUDER, USMC

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Major Jon. M. Lauder and
his dedicated service to this great Nation.

After graduating from the Virginia Military In-
stitute with a degree in Civil Engineering in
1994, he has served on active duty with the
United States Marine Corps. He proudly
served two combat tours in Iraq, including the
initial assault into Iraq in 2003 as part of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. After a combat tour in
Eastern Afghanistan as a part of Operation
Enduring Freedom, Major Lauder served as a
U.S. military observer in Israel during the sum-
mer of 2006 during the Israeli-Hezbollah war.
He is currently the Commanding Officer for the
Marcie Corps Recruiting Station in Dallas,
Texas.

On May 14, 2010, Major Lauder will be turn-
ing over his command and will move to Wash-
ington, D.C. for his new assignment at the
Pentagon. It has been my distinct honor and
pleasure to work with him. | proudly call him
my friend and know that Major Lauder’s dedi-
cated service has made our Nation a safer
and better place.

Madam Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in expressing our heartfelt
gratitude to Major Lauder. | wish him and his
family all the best.

————

A TRIBUTE TO THE REV. DR.
CLAUDE S. WYATT, JR.: A LIFE
WELL LIVED

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, mere words do
not begin to do justice to the life, legacy and
transcendent accomplishments of the Rev. Dr.
Claude S. Wyatt, Jr., co-founder of The
Vernon Park Church of God in Chicago, llli-
nois. Rev. Wyatt’s life in this world came to an
end at the age of 86. Rev. Wyatt, founder
emeritus of the Vernon Park Church of God,
9011 S. Stony Island, died Sunday morning,
April 11, 2010, at his South Side home.

He left in his wake thousands of people
from all walks of life who will forever remem-
ber his love for the Lord, his large and loving
family, including his beloved wife of 70 years,
the Rev. Dr. Addie Lorraine Wyatt, as well as
men, women and young people from all walks
of life, including me. In ways big and small, |
learned from Rev. Wyatt important lessons in
life. | am proud to count myself among those
scattered throughout this country who, right
now, are grieving the loss of his life but who,
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at the same time, are rejoicing in the Lord in
whose arms he now has eternal peace and
comfort.

While today’s young people are reveling in
the fruits of what many call the “Joshua Gen-
eration,” there would be no ‘Joshuas’ without
the wisdom, guidance and front line courage
of those Moses figures, like Dr. Wyatt, who
stood side by side with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., campaigned for the release of Nelson
Mandela and a free South Africa, or who
worked alongside some of this nation’s great-
est labor leaders, like César Chavez. To-
gether, men and women of unheralded stature
successfully created a culture, in this nation,
that values the labor of low-income and work-
ing class families by, at the very least, recog-
nizing the merit of paying them a decent, min-
imum living wage for a hard day’s work. |
could go on and on about the things that Rev.
Wyatt and his amazing wife Addie have done
to create the nation we live in today, but | offer
these thoughts for future generations to read,
revel in and, hopefully, rejoice!

Rev. Wyatt was born November 14, 1921 in
Terrell, Texas. He was the second of five chil-
dren. A young Claude Wyatt first came to Chi-
cago at the age of six. Rev. Wyatt fought hon-
orably as part of a still, segregated Navy, dur-
ing WWII, from which he was honorably dis-
charged. And, prior to becoming a pastor,
Rev. Wyatt worked as a clerk at the Hyde
Park Post office, at 46th and Cottage Grove,
part of my congressional district, for more than
20 years.

Rev. Wyatt was married to his wife, Addie,
since 1940. Shortly after they joined their lives
together, the couple became involved with the
ministry and civil rights campaign of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Rev. Wyatt marched with Dr.
King in the famous Selma to Montgomery
march to secure voting rights on March 7,
1965. In the midst of that infamous day in Ala-
bama, now forever known as Bloody Sunday
when 600 civil rights marchers were beaten
and brutalized by the police, Dr. Wyatt was
there. In fact, it was his job to coordinate min-
isters and recruit workers to join Dr. King on
that day—a day that, in so many ways, helped
make our nation a better place.

Over the years, with the loving support of
his wife Addie, who also served side-by-side
with him in his ministry, the church they found-
ed together grew to become a powerful, lead-
ing voice for labor and for human rights.

In her husband’s loving embrace, his sup-
port encouraged her to assume the mantle of
national leadership in her own right. The Rev.
Dr. Addie Wyatt became a labor adviser to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). The Wyatts
also worked with Rev. Jesse Jackson in help-
ing to launch Operation Breadbasket when, in
1962, it distributed food to underprivileged
people in 12 American cities.

His son, Claude Wyatt Ill, said the Lord
called his father into the ministry in 1952 and,
in 1955, he founded the Vernon Park Church
of God where he, initially, began holding serv-
ices in a garage at 93rd Street between Indi-
ana and Prairie. God called Claude and Addie
Wyatt to carry a message of salvation and
hope to a small but spirit-filled group of peo-
ple. Together, they worshipped under the
name of the Mount Zion Baptist Church.
Under their leadership, the church was con-
verted to the Church of God Reformation and,
because of its location, was eventually named
the Vernon Park Church of God.
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